Books about the practice of occupational health nursing have been virtually non-existent until now. Dr. Rogers' book is an organized and well researched textbook that is useful to anyone in the field of occupational health.
The beginning chapter on the meaning of work describes events leading to legislative reforms in the industrial setting. Concise charts and graphs present data on conditions existing at different stages of industrial history documenting why occupational health nurses were needed. Next is an historical perspective, including a table listing milestones and events that is almost two full pages long. This is fascinating reading.
Each of the subsequent chapters builds on the preceding. Covered are subjects such as the roles of the occupational health nurse; epidemiology for the practitioner; developing occupational health services and programs; assessment units of the organization, the work environment, and the client; clinical practice with guidelines and protocol development; health promotion; research; legal responsibilities; ethical perspectives in practice; and future perspectives. Each chapter has an extensive bibliography should one wish to read further. This is nota beginner 's manual, but a beginner, as well as an advanced practitioner, would find it extremel y useful either in a classroom setting or as reference reading . This is not for casual reading; instead, it is designed to be studied and assimilated by the reader. This book provides the framework for 552 occupational health nursing practice in an easy, reader friendly format. If a reader is looking for a text which describes in detail military operations and the associated occupational hazards, this is the right book. The title immediately informs the reader that this is a vast compilation of the unique problems associated with work in the military environment. The intended audience includes physicians, nurses, industrial hygienists, and safety personnel. Those assigned to military medical units, who do not work directly in occupational health, such as administrative personnel, would find parts of the book useful in terms of their roles in a health care setting. The best use of a book of this magnitude is as a reference. Be prepared for extensive descriptions of how a tank operates, the processes of explosives production, and other field operations. These sections make for tedious reading. The reader will be tempted to "cut to the chase" to find the pertinent information; namely, the occupational health effects of a hazard and how it is treated. Luckily, the book is well organized and allows the reader to move on to those sections of most interest.
Although the text describes unique military operations, it also covers occupational hazards which are common to many industries. The chapters on industrial hygiene hazard assessment, hearing conservation and vision conservation are quite thorough. The vision conservation chapter is probably the most comprehensive of any found by this reviewer. Likewise, the chapters on lead, solvents, pesticides, and radiation provide a wide range ofinformation that any occupational health provider who needs to learn about these hazards would find useful. Of special note are the diagrams and color photographs. These help the reader gain a better understanding of why a particular task is hazardous.
Nurses will not find sections which are specific to nursing care. They must glean the information needed for their practice concerns. There are no chapters written or edited by nurses, but occupational health nursing authors are cited in some references. The work of Florence Nightingale is even acknowledged.
Overall, this is an excellent, comprehensive book about many occupational health problems. The reader will sense that the authors put an extraordinary amount of time and energy in completing this book. To their credit, the authors express that their mission -is one of . enormous magnitude: to keep the military worker safe and healthy while dealing with some of the most dangerous job s known in the industrialized world. They also admit that much research is needed, particularly in the areas of extremely hazardous, potentially fatal duties such as production and use of explosives.
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